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When the Baby Jesus was forty days old, Mary and Joseph took Him a short 5-½ 
miles trip back to the Temple in Jerusalem. The Law required that on the 40th day after 
childbirth an offering be made for a firstborn and an offering of cleansing for the 
mother (See Leviticus 12:2-8). 

 

As the young couple came into the outer court, they would have looked for a 
priest to officiate for them at the altar –- (because this was their first experience with this 
offering and they were villagers) –- an old man named Simeon met them.  Old Simeon 
was a student of the Scriptures who knew from the book of Daniel that it was time for 
the Messiah. He would not have had access to the records of old Babylon –- and their 
calendar only roughly corresponded to the Hebrew calendar, so he had no way of 
knowing exactly when the decree went forth (mentioned in Daniel 9:25) to rebuild 
Jerusalem in the days of Nehemiah. But he knew that it had been approximately 450 
years, so the time was up. So persistent had been his pursuit of the Scriptures that God 
finally promised him that He would let him live to see the Messiah (See Luke 2:26). His 
problem was further complicated by some seemingly contradictory prophecies. The Old 
Testament, Micah, had said the Messiah Ruler would come out of Bethlehem (Micah 
5:2). And, the prophet, Malachi, had said, “And the Lord whom you seek will come suddenly 
to His Temple” (Malachi 3:1). Simeon might have expected the Messiah to arrive in 
Jerusalem as a conquering hero. On this morning the Spirit of God had told him that 
today was the day and to go wait; the Messiah would come to the Temple. Was Simeon 
astonished to find that the promised Messiah was a Baby in the arms of His mother? 
 

Luke 2:28-32 tells us, “ Then took he [Simeon] Him [the Baby Jesus] up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation [salvation is not an abstract; salvation is a Person] 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel.” 

 

Joseph and Mary were amazed at what he said. Mary remembered every word. 
Then Simeon added a sharp, heavy, black stone to the jewels in the treasure chest of 
Mary’s heart. 

 

He said, “Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also, that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:35). 

 

Mary’s heart would be pierced –- but there’s and, “also.” Who else would be 
pierced? 

 

An Old Puzzlement 
 

Many have been puzzled by the statement in Luke 2:39 –- that Joseph and Mary 
and the Baby returned to Nazareth –- because it appears by Luke’s description that it 
was right after they had finished the ceremonies of His birth when He was 40 days old. 
So, the problem is, “Where does the flight into Egypt fit in?” 

 

Some say, “The Wise Men must of found Him in Nazareth.” That, of course, is 
impossible, for several reasons. First, Matthew plainly states that the Wise Men went to 
“Bethlehem” and found Him there. If they had been re-directed to Nazareth and found 
Him there, then Gabriel’s warning, and the midnight departure for Egypt would have 
been totally unnecessary.  No soldiers came to Nazareth no babies died in Nazareth. 
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Had the Baby Jesus been there He would have been perfectly safe. If the Wise Men had 
been in Nazareth it would not have been necessary for them to go home by “another 
route” to avoid Herod. The main Highway from Bethlehem does go through Jerusalem, 
but the highway from Nazareth goes east to Galilee –- 60 miles north of Jerusalem. 

 

The obvious answer is that Joseph and Mary, immediately after the ceremonies 
of His birth were taken care of, took the Baby Jesus and made a trip to Nazareth – 
probably to gather up any possessions they had left behind when they went for the 
enrolling. Now they planned a permanent move. The wonderful events of Jesus’ birth 
had convinced them that David’s Greater Son should be reared in David’s town. There 
is human motivation, too, In Nazareth they was a scandal –- living together without a 
wedding feast. In Bethlehem they were the parents of the Great King. Luke simply 
omits everything that happened between the first return shortly after Jesus’ birth and 
the second return to Nazareth after the stay in Egypt.  

 

I will have more details concerning this when we study concerning the Wise Men 
and Herod’s terrible action to attempt to kill the promised Messiah.    

 

The Sword ? 
 

To understand what Simeon had reference to when he used the term, “sword,” 
one would have to go back into the Old Testament and rehearse  the prophesies God 
gave through His prophets. 

 

Historical events do not happen in a vacuum, but rather, have roots 
in what has gone on before. To understand Simeon’s ominous 
words about the sword and its connection with the new-born King, 
we must retell the old story of David and Bathsheba and of the 
curse on Coniah. And to clearly understand prophecy concerning 
Israel, we should have a fix on the time of the King’s birth. 

 

It was the turn of the year; the crops were in; it was the “time when kings go forth 
to battle.” Israel’s army was in Ammon (now the capital of Jordan) under General Joab. 
David, the mightiest warrior of them all, for some unexplained reason, had stayed 
home. This evening he paced on the roof of the palace. Below him, in the garden of a 
little house that backed right up to the wall of the palace, were a small pool, a fountain, 
and a beautiful young woman taking a bath. He watched unobserved. Then, he 
inquired who live behind the palace. He learned that it was the home of Uriah, the 
Hittite, who had married a Jewish girl named “Bathsheba,” and had become one of 
David’s best warriors. David sent a messenger to bring the girl to the palace. 

 

There had already been many women in David’s life. His first was Michal, the 
daughter of King Saul –- then Abigail, the beautiful –- and at least, eight legal wives 
beside concubines and women sent as pledges of political friendship from the 
neighboring kings. He had a house full of beautiful women. One more woman and one 
more night did not seem to him so big a thing. 

 

Apparently, David had no intention of stealing Uriah’s wife. He really only 
wanted a sample of her charms, so it came as an irritating complication when she sent 
word that, because of their one night, she was with child. David thought of a very 
clever solution to the problem; send for Uriah for news of the battle. Let him have a 
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week’s leave. He would visit his beautiful young wife and would never suspect that 
their child had royal blood. 

 

Sergeant Uriah 
 

Unfortunately for David he had badly underestimated Uriah. Uriah reported all 
right, and gave the king a detailed account of the campaign. Then, David said, “Now you 
deserve a good rest. Go home, and I’m sending over a fine dinner for you and your wife.” 
 

2 Samuel 11:9-11 reveals, “But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the 
servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. And when they had told David, saying, 
Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy 
journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house? And Uriah said unto David, The 
ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are 
encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with 
my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.” 

 

David had run head on into the zeal of a proselyte, often so much more loyal 
than the native born. Also, the man who does not curb his appetites is always baffled by 
the man who can and does. So David invited him to eat at the royal table that evening 
and saw to it that Uriah had much too much to drink. When Uriah was very drunk, the 
king urged him again to go home to his wife, and again he refused and stayed in the 
servants’ quarters overnight. 

 

The next morning when Uriah came as commanded to get a message for General 
Joab, David had a sealed letter ready. Uriah carried in his tunic his own death warrant, 
for David’s letter instructed Joab to see to it that Uriah was killed in battle. And so he 
was. Joab did not yet know why David wanted Uriah out of the way, but he must have 
realized the truth immediately when he came home and found Bathsheba as one of the 
King’s wives. No doubt some of the people felt that David had done a very noble thing 
to marry the young widow and care for her. But from that day on, Joab blackmailed 
David in many a subtle way. 

 

So David’s sin was buried, he thought in a foreign grave with Uriah. He had not 
only forgotten “Thou shalt not covet they neighbor’s wife” (Exodus 20:17), he had also 
forgotten the fact that “all things are naked and open in the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
do” (Hebrews 4:13). The Scriptures now add, “But the thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord” (2 Samuel 11:27). Bathsheba had her child, and it must have been an 
exceptionally promising baby boy, for David loved the child deeply. 

 

A Higher Court 
 

Then, David had a visit from Nathan, the prophet. Nathan told a story about a 
grave injustice that had been done in David’s realm. Nathan told this story, “A very rich 
man with thousands of sheep and cattle had stolen his poor neighbor’s one pet lamb to make a 
dinner for his guests.” 

 

David was outraged to think that anyone would do that! The story particularly 
touched David because as a shepherd boy he had had several pet lambs and loved them 
dearly. His judgment on the offender was severe. The rich man was to pay back four 
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lambs for the one he stole and ate, and, moreover, the rich man was to be executed 
because of his sheer cruelty. 

 

Then Nathan said, “You are the man!” 
 

In a blinding flash of insight that cut like a sword, David saw what he had done 
as God saw it. Now he had pronounced his own sentence. God knew that he would not 
be executed, because although he had “killed Uriah with the sword of the ammonites,” it 
would be hard to prove by the law, and also, because there was not a man in Israel who 
could or would have carried out the execution of David. Furthermore, God knew that 
David’s execution would punish Israel more than David. So the sentence was: 

 

Listen to God’s word, “Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; 
because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife”  

                                                                                                              (2 Samuel 12:10). 
 

The other part of the sentence about, restoring fourfold began to be executed 
immediately. Bathsheba’s baby, that David loved, died almost at once. Then, Absalom 
killed his brother Ammon, and Absalom was in turn killed, breaking David’s heart. 

 

Scripture says, “The king [David] was much moved…and wept: and as he went, thus 
he said, `O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O 
Absalom, my son, my son!’ “ (2 Samuel 18:33). 

 

And finally, Solomon killed the oldest brother, Abonijah. So David lost four sons 
because of Uriah. 

The Sword 
 

Scripture tells us that Satan is a murderer (John 8:44) and he, here in 2 Samuel 
12:10, realized that God had taken away the hedge of protection from the house of 
Israel. And he was only too happy to oblige. This, by the way, is one illustration of how 
God uses the malice of Satan to carry out what is known as “the negative side of the will of 
God.” 

 

With all those wives and concubines, who had produced many sons to survive 
him, one would think that David’s descendants would be numerous. And so they were 
for a generation or two, but then, the pruning with the sword began in earnest. 

 

Nearly 200 years later, when the nation was divided into a ”Northern Kingdom,” –
“Israel” and a “Southern Kingdom”— “Judea,” a man named Jehu, a general, not of royal 
blood, became king of Israel. Today, his maneuver would be considered a typical army 
a take-over, a revolution, or a coup. 

 

“And it came to pass, when the letter came to them, that they –- [Jehu and his soldiers] –
- took the king's sons –- [Ahab’s sons] –- and slew seventy persons, and put their heads in 
baskets, and sent him them to Jezreel…So Jehu slew all that remained of the house of Ahab in 
Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left him none 
remaining” (2 Kings 10:7 & 11). 

 

2 Kings 10:13-14 continues, “ Jehu met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and 
said, Who are ye? And they answered, We are the brethren of Ahaziah; and we go down to salute 
the children of the king and the children of the queen. And he said, Take them alive. And they 
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took them alive, and slew them at the pit of the shearing house, even two and forty men; neither 
left he any of them.”  

Jezebel’s Daughter 
 

In the above quoted passage you have read how Jehu managed to systematically 
wipe out practically all the descendants of David who were in Israel and in Judea. But 
there were a few survivors. 
 

“And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and 
destroyed all the seed royal” (2 Kings 11:1). 

 

She certainly, meant to: she thought she had. But there was one small baby boy, 
less than a year old, Joash, who was smuggled out of the nursery where all the royal 
children were slaughtered like lambs. Little Joash was hid with his nurse in the Temple 
of the Lord for six years. The Temple was one place where Athaliah never sent. So now 
the house of David that had been so numerous hung by the thread of a single small life.  

 

Nevertheless, God had given David an unconditional promise that some day 
there would be a Child who would be one of his natural descendants but –- most 
astonishing He would be the Son of God and would be King forever.   

 


